




TOWN OF BOXFORD

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING MINUTES

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2008

ARTICLE 5. To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds,

including unexpended balances of previous warrant article appropriations for municipal building studies,

the sum of $ 100,000 to fund programming, architectural, independent cost estimating and modeling
services to assist the Board of Selectmen and the Permanent Non-School Building Committee to

develop and present an optimal schematic design for the possible joint facility or co- located

separate facilities for the Library and Senior/Community Center on town owned land located off

Spofford Road; said schematic design to determine programming for possible savings from any joint
facility, then determine optimal placement and orientation of the buildings on site, additionally locating
infrastruclute and utilities such as roadways, water and septic to support these facilities and lastly to

determine, independently, the estimated total costs of the entire proposed development and preparation of

a three dimensional topographical model of the 80010 acre site to include existing facilities and

infrastructure; recommendations of said schematic design to be reported back to a subsequent town

meeting for consideration of further action including possible detailed design and construction

appropriations, said funds to be expended under the direction of the Board of Selectmen, or to take any

action thereon.

Sponsored and supported by Board of Selectmen

Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article

Capital Budget Committee Recommendation: " B" High Priority

A motion was made to call the VOTEfor Article #5.

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED by a show ofhands to be DEFEATED. Free

Cash the sum of $34,042.53 and to transferfrom the unspent portion of thefollowing appropriations
approved by vote under: Article #13 of the May 13, 2008 Annual Town Meeting originally appropriated
for development ofa conceptual site planfor land located offSpofford Rd. - $25,000, Article #12 Special
Town Meeting October 23, 2007 originally appropriated for a feasibility studyfor the Boxford
Community Center - $2,500. Article #9 Annual Town Meeting May 8, 2007 originally appropriatedfor a

feasibility studyfor the DPW Garage/Offices - $ 6,000, Article #11 Annual Town Meeting May 8, 2001

originally appropriatedfor design ofa sanitary disposal system for 28 Middleton Rd. - $7,925, Article #5

Special Town Meeting October 26, 1999 originally appropriated to design a storm drainage system for a

portion ofSpofford Rd. - $4,232.18, Article #8 Special Town Meeting October 26, 2004 originally
appropriatedfor an engineering/architectural studyfor the basement level of West Boxford Library -

500, Article #14 Special Town Meeting October 24, 2006 originally appropriatedfor a Library
Facilities Evaluation Study - $ 8,072.81, Article #7 Annual Town Meeting May 13, 2003 originally
appropriatedfor repair ofthe septic system at 28 Middleton Rd. - $3, 740, Article #9 Special Town

Meeting October 26. 1999 originally appropriatedfor landscaping materials at Cargill Field - $553.25,

Article #4 Special Town Meeting October 24, 2006 originally appropriated to update the Master Plan of
the Town - $ 7,104.68, Article #7 Annual Town Meeting May 14, 2002 originally appropriatedfor a

medical rescue vehicle - $ 10.55, and Article #8 Annual Town Meeting May 8, 2007 originally
appropriatedfor a front end loader and dump truck - $ 319,for a total of $100,000 to fund
programming, architectural, independent cost estimating and modeling services to assist the Board of
Selectmen and the Permanent Non-School Building Committee to develop andpresent an optimal
schematic designfor the possiblejointfacility or co-located separatefacilitiesfor the Library and

Senior/Community Center on town owned land located offSpofford Road; said schematic design to
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determine programmingfor possible savings from anyjointfacility, then determine optimalplacement
and orientation ofthe buildings on site, additionally locating infrastructure and utilities such as

roadways, water and septic to support thesefacilities and lastly to determine, independently, the

estimated total costs ofthe entire proposed development andpreparation ofa three dimensional

topographical model ofthe 80", acre site to include existing facilities and infrastructure;
recommendations ofsaid schematic design to be reported back to a subsequent town meetingfor
consideration offurther action includingpossible detailed design and construction appropriations, said

funds to be expended under the direction ofthe Board ofSelectmen.

ARTICLE 6. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to petition the General

Court for special legislation, as set forth below, authorizing an odd-numbered Board of Library
Trustees not to exceed nine members; provided, however, that the General Court may make clerical or

editorial changes of form only to the bill, unless the Board of Selectmen approves amendments to the bill

prior to enactment by the General Court; and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to approve

amendments which shall be within the scope of the general public objectives of this petition:

Section 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 10 of Chapter 78 of the General Laws, or of

any general or special law to the contrary, the elected Board of Library Trustees of the town of

Boxford may consist of an odd number of members not to exceed nine, which members shall

serve for alternating thtee-year terms.

Section 2. Upon the effective date of this act, said Board shall increase from six to seven

members, and the Board of Selectmen of said Town of Boxford may appoint a single member to

serve until election of a seventh member at the next annual election at which the office can appear

on the ballot. Any further increase or decrease in the size of said Board of Library Trustees shall

be made consistent with the provisions of Section 2 of Chapter 41 of the General Laws.

Section 3. Notwithstanding the provisions of Sections 21 and 32 of Chapter 40 of the General

Laws, upon the effective date of this act, the Bylaws ofthe Town of Boxford shall be amended by
deleting the text of Article V, Board of Library Trustees, in its entirety and inserting in place
thereof the following: 97- 7 Election; terms. A Board of Trustees of the Boxford Town Library
comprised of seven members, shall be elected from the town at large for three-year overlapping
terms of office.

Section 4. The bylaw authorized by Section 3 of this act may be amended from time to time by
vote of the Town, as would any other bylaw, subject to the provisions of the General Laws.

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon passage.

or take any action thereon.

Sponsored and supported by the Board ofLihtary Trustees

Board of Selectmen supports adoption of this article
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Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED by unanimous voice vote to authorize the Board

ofSelectmen to petition the General Courtfor special legislation, as setforth in Article # 6 as printed in

this warrant, authorizing an odd-numbered Board ofLibrary Trustees not to exceed nine members;

provided, however, that the General Court may make clerical or editorial changes ofform only to the bill,

unless the Board ofSelectmen approves amendments to the bill prior to enactment by the General Court;

and to authorize the Board ofSelectmen to approve amendments which shall be within the scope of the

general public objectives of this petition.

There was a brief pause at special town meeting to honor B.E.S. T. Co-Presidents Diana Merriam

and Kathleen Tyler in their successful technology campaign; which raised over $185,000 for Smart

Boards to be installed in the classrooms of both elementary schools. " Our Hats Off" to the

Dynamic Duo" with many thanks.

ARTICLE 7. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, or transfer from available funds, the sum

of $27,500 for the construction and installation of a 2kW solar voltaic system at the Spofford Pond

School, said funds to be expended under the direction of the Board of Selectmen; or take any other action

thereon.

Sponsored and supported by the Board of Selectmen and School Committee

Finance Committee to make recommendation at Town Meeting
Capital Budget Committee Recommendation: " D" Does Not Recommend

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED by unanimous voice vote to transfer from free
cash, the sum of $27,500 for the construction and installation of a 2.8kW solar voltaic system at the

Spofford Pond School, saidfunds to be expended under the direction of the Board ofSelectmen.

Sponsored and supported by the Board ofSelectmen & School Committee

Finance & Capital Budgeting Committees recommend adoption ofthis article

Per revote)

ARTICLE 8. The purpose of this petition is to carry-out the will of 2005 Annual Town Meeting which

approved the permanent preservation of a 4.35 acre town-owned parcel of land koown as Round Top Park

Boxford Assessor' s Map 25, Block 2, Lot 10).

Iu August 2008, the Board of Selectmen refused to sign the Conservation Restriction to BTAlBOLT for

Round Top Park which Town Meeting previously authorized in 2005 by a greater thao two-thirds majority
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ARTICLE 10. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $45,000 from the Community
Preservation Committee Undesignated Fund to fund engineering consultation and the preparation of

site plans and cost estimates for the development of ball fields and housing, as needed to assist the

Haynes Land Advisory Committee in its preparation of a report of recommendations for the use of the

Haynes Land as directed by Article #13 of the October 23, 2007 Special Town Meeting; such funds to be

expended under the direction of the Community Preservation Committee; or take any other action

thereon.

Sponsored and supported by the Haynes Land Comm. and Community Preservation Comm.

Board of Selectmen supports adoption of this article

Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article

Capital Budget Committee Recommendation: " B" High Priority

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, the amendment to Article #10 was VOTED DEFEATED.

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED by majority voice vote to appropriate
the sum of $45,000 from the Community Preservation Committee Undesignated Fund to fund
engineering consultation and the preparation of site plans and cost estimates for the

development ofballfields and housing, as needed to assist the Haynes Land Advisory Committee

in its preparation ofa report of recommendations for the use of the Haynes Land as directed by
Article #13 of the October 23, 2007 Special Town Meeting; such funds to be expended under the

direction ofthe Community Preservation Committee.

ARTICLE 11. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate the sum of $5, 000 from the Community
Housing Reserve of the Community Preservation Fund to fund consulting services for the

preparation of the Boxford Housing Partnership' s Request for Proposals for the development of

community housing on the Haynes Land, such funds to be expended under the direction of the

Community Preservation Committee; or take any other action thereon.

Sponsored and supported by the Housing Partnership Comm. and Community Preservation Comm.

Board of Selectmen supports adoption of this article

Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article

A motion was made to call a vote for Article #11.
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Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED by majority voice vote to appropriate the sum

of $5,000 from the Community Housing Reserve of the Community Preservation Fund to fund
consulting services for the preparation of the Boxford Housing Partnership' s Requestfor Proposals for
the development of community housing on the Haynes Land, such funds to be expended under the

direction of the Community Preservation Committee.

ARTICLE 12. To see if the Town will vote to transfer $ 8, 500 from the unspent portion of the

appropriation approved under Article # 22 of the May 9, 2006 Annual Town Meeting originally
appropriated from the Undesignated Community Preservation Fund balance to fund Phase I of the

Boxford Recreation Committee' s Borders to Boston/North Recreational Trail study to now fund the

Boxford Recreation Committee' s Borders to BostonfNorth Recreational Trail Phase II:

Engineering, Feasibility and Conceptual Design Study on the former Newburyport Branch Railroad

and existing National Grid electrical utility right of way in Boxford, MA; said funds to be in addition to

14,000 appropriated for this same purpose at Boxford Town Meeting held May 8, 2007, such funds to be

expended under the direction of the Community Preservation Committee; or take any other action

thereon.

Sponsored and supported by the Recreation Committee and Community Preservation Committee

Board of Selectmen supports adoption of this article

Finance Committee recommends adoption of this article

Upon a motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED by majority voice vote to transfer
8,500 from the unspent portion of the appropriation approved under Article #22 of the May 9,

2006 Annual Town Meeting originally appropriated from the Undesignated Community
Preservation Fund balance to fund Phase I of the Boxford Recreation Committee' s Borders to

Boston/North Recreational Trail study to now fund the Boxford Recreation Committee' s

Borders to Boston/North Recreational Trail Phase II: Engineering, Feasibi/ity and

Conceptual Design Study on the former Newburyport Branch Railroad and existing National

Grid electrical utility right of way in Boxford, MA; said funds to be in addition to $ 14,000

appropriatedfor this same purpose at Boxford Town Meeting held May 8, 2007, such funds to be

expended under the direction of the Community Preservation Committee.
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